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The march of computer technology continues to change the nature of our jobs and workplaces. Considering the global economic and technology scene, some major changes in occupations involve changes in communications media, work locations, and communications tools.
Telecommuting
Telecommuting, sometimes called telework, involves working via computer from home or while traveling rather than going into the office on a daily basis. According to the 2002 U.S. Department of Labor study, 25 million Americans telecommute at least one day per week. Telework plans have been especially successful for commissioned salespeople, who are often more productive when away from the office environment.
Wireless Job Market
Cell phones were just the beginning. Wireless technology is the next logical step, potentially freeing us all from cumbersome tethers such as keyboard wires, mouse cords, and the general tangle of cables behind every PC. Focusing largely on computer networking without the cables, wireless communications jobs are exploding in the technology sector. Until recently, most jobs in the wireless devices and media area have included hardware designers and embedded chip programmers. Now, application developers are busy making current e-commerce sites and other business features available to users of cell phones, personal digital assistants (PDAs), and alphanumeric pagers. Software engineers are working on wireless synchronization software for users with multiple devices. The next task for the hardware gurus is to integrate the multitude of wireless devices into all-in-one units. Network engineers must keep increasing the wireless bandwidth. Programmers and software engineers will be called upon to make sophisticated graphics, sound, and video available for business and personal use. As the future of wireless unfolds, many new jobs will emerge as well.




