


SECTION 3: COMPUTERS IN EDUCATION
The widespread use of home computers has brought about an increase in the availability of educational and reference software, making the computer a popular learning and reference tool. Examples of educational and reference software include encyclopedias, dictionaries, and learning tutorials.
ENCYCLOPEDIAS AND DICTIONARIES
Almost everyone has used an encyclopedia or dictionary at one time or another. An encyclopedia is a comprehensive reference work containing detailed articles on a broad range of subjects. Before computers, encyclopedias were only available in book form. They are now available electronically and many new PCs include a CD-based encyclopedia.
A standard dictionary is a reference work containing an alphabetical listing of words, with definitions that provide the word’s meaning, pronunciation, and usage. Examples include Webster’s Dictionary and Webster’s New World Dictionary of Computer Terms. Other specialized dictionaries, such as multi-language dictionaries, contain words along with their equivalent in another language for use in translation. Many dictionaries are available on CD.
LEARNING TUTORIALS
[bookmark: _GoBack]Many people learn skills by using CD- or Internet-based tutorials. A tutorial is a form of instruction in which students are guided step by step through the learning process. Tutorials are available for almost any subject, including learning how to assemble a bicycle, use a word processor, or write a letter. Once an electronic tutorial is accessed, students need only follow the instructions displayed on the screen. Many tutorials include graphics to help guide students during the learning process.



